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Ms. Chang appeared troubled as she entered the tiny office of ‘Finders Detective Agency’. It 
was a windowless and messy room with papers and files everywhere. The room had a lot of 
vintage things too. “Oh dear! How can someone so unorganized be such a famous detective?” 
thought Ms. Chang glancing around. She spotted an old man standing and reading something 
from a blackboard.

English Alliance 2023/24 1 Language Lab



Hearing her enter, the old man turned and greeted cheerfully, “Hello, I am Bosco Ip. Are you 
here to interview me for the newspaper?” “Oh no, I am Serena Chang, a drama teacher at 
Greenfield Primary School. I am here with a very curious case, and I was hoping you could 
help me,” said Ms. Chang nervously.
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“Please do come in and sit down and tell me all about your curious case,” invited the detective, 
rubbing his hands in anticipation. “I can only decide if I can help you or not after I hear your 
case,” he said as he walked to sit in his rickety leather swivel chair. “Oh please, you must help 
me!” cried Ms. Chang, sitting down.
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She took out a tissue, wiped her eyes, and began her story. “You see Detective, my students 
are going to perform their annual school play. We had a wonderful script, a wonderful puppet, 
and a wonderful set, but… but...,” Ms. Chang choked while speaking. “Please don’t cry, Ms. 
Chang. Tell me what happened?” asked Detective Bosco softly.
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Ms. Chang wiped her tears and continued her story. “Yesterday when we started our 
rehearsal, we could neither find our puppet nor our drama set. We looked everywhere, but 
we still could not find them. Without them, we don’t have a play to perform. I am worried and 
don’t know what to do. Please help me!” she sobbed. “That is a curious case indeed! Let me 
see what I can do. Could you please describe the missing puppet to me?” asked Detective 
Bosco. “Of course, I can. The puppet was a scarf puppet, and it was very beautiful,” said Ms. 
Chang with a soft smile. 
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“You mean a scarf like this?” asked Detective Bosco pulling a thin scarf from the shelf behind 
his chair and holding it up. “Yes, just like this!” exclaimed Ms. Chang. “How can you make a 
puppet out of a scarf?” asked the detective curiously. “We have a way to do so,” replied Ms. 
Chang softly. “Why don’t you describe it to me so that I can investigate better?” asked 
Detective Bosco.
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Ms. Chang nodded and said, “Of course. You see, like every puppet, our puppet has a big 
round head, hands, and legs. We use beads to give them some shape and weight.” “Oh! I 
bought some beads for my niece yesterday that we can use. Let me get it,” said detective 
Bosco standing up. “That will be great! We will also need some strings and a piece of cardboard 
for our puppet,” said Ms. Chang, opening the scarf and laying it flat on the table.
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Detective Bosco excitedly got a box of beads out from his bag. He then untied a string around 
a bunch of newspapers and pulled it off. He also grabbed a cardboard from the box. He laid 
everything out on his table and sat down. He asked, “What’s our next step?”
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“Well, we will pick the biggest bead for the head,” said Ms. Chang as she picked a big bead 
from the jar. “Now, let’s pinch the top centre of the scarf and push it through the big bead. 
We must tie a knot on top of the bead to make the head,” she suggested. Detective Bosco 
nodded and followed the instructions closely. 
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Ms. Chang then said, “Now let’s give this puppet its hands and legs. Let’s tie a small bead on 
each of the four ends of the scarf just like we did for the head.” Detective Bosco did just that 
and now the scarf puppet had two hands and two legs! 
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“How can this scarf puppet move?” questioned Detective Bosco. “We will tie strings around 
its hands and head,” replied Ms. Chang. She then cut a string into three pieces. Two of them 
were thirty centimeter long and the third was twenty centimeter long. She tied the longer 
strings to the hands and the shorter one to the head. “What next?” asked Detective Bosco. 
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“We will cut a cardboard into a fifteen centimeter triangle. Next we will punch three holes in 
each of the three ends,” said Ms. Chang. Detective Bosco did as told. “What’s next?” he asked 
curiously. “We will now pass the strings through these holes and fix the ends with a tape, or a 
knot just like so,” replied Ms. Chang fixing ends of the strings to the cardboard with a knot. 
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Ms. Chang then stood up and started moving the puppet happily. Detective Bosco smiled and 
said, “Guess what, I think you just found your missing puppet!” “You are a genius, Detective 
Bosco. You saved our annual play! Now can you help me find my set please?” pleaded Ms. 
Chang with a smile. “Better still, write down the set description. I can then ask my helping 
hands to find them for you quickly,” said Detective Bosco with a wink.
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So, Ms. Chang drew the set and wrote the details on a sheet of paper for everyone to follow!
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